EDITOR'S NOTE

WHEN writing the foreword to someone else's auto-
biography it is usual to give some information regarding
the author which, for modesty or other reasons, he may
have omitted from his book. This presupposes a know-
ledge of, or some acquaintance with, the writer of it.
In the case of Margery Kempe, however, a few lines in
the Dictionary of National Biography are all that was
hitherto available. She is therein credited with the
authorship of two small books, one lost, the other extant
in the form of a single copy, printed in London by Wyn-
kyn de Wordc in 1501, and now preserved in the Uni-
versity Library at Cambridge. It is a small book of eight
pages and consists of extracts from her autobiography.
This autobiography, lost for several centuries, has now
come to light. A manuscript book in my possession,
some 250 pages in length, has recently been identified as
the missing work. It was at first believed to be the actual
original manuscript, begun in 1436, and written by her
friend the priest 'from her own tongue', but expert ex-
amination has formed the opinion that it is an early copy*
The grounds for this are, firstly, that the paper on which
it is written was probably made in Holland about 1440,
and, secondly, the writer says, at the end of the proem,
that 'when he had written a quire, he added a leaf there-to,
and then wrote he this proem*.
An inspection of the binding of my MS. shews that